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Tourism's Sweet Perils 

CLARE CARDINAL-PETT 
Iowa State University 

' I 'a~~ia ~JIW;III*IX's art i r~stal lat io~~ i r ~  a t r r r1 r l t .1  at 1.a I:ortaIt.x:r tlr 

~ I I  [:arl113 ( I t -  la Ca11a11a d u r i ~ ~ g  the 1.11 ljicwal C I I -  la l la l~ar~a '  
11a- I I I W I  i~~tvrprc=t(d a< - j~res(v~t ing a pl~ilosopl~! I I ~  ~11atio11:11) 
Ili>tc~ry i l l  \vlri~.l~ I I ( Y I ~ I I *  journtly tI~t.ou$i a c~ollertivt. c.spv-ic,r~c.c* 
that 1.a11 onl! 111. ~ ~ I ~ I I I ~ I I ~ ~ - I I ~ I I I I I ~ I I  m c e  tI~t-!*te r t w d ~ t d  it .  tv~d.  
I \ - ~ I ~ - ~ I ~ I I ~ J U I I  ?IIV l~a>t .  reveal? itsell' ;a> 11a\-ing ~ x ~ r ~ > i s t ( d  01' 
r c ~ l ~ ~ ~ i ~ t ~ v l  rit~~;rl? a1111 I ~ I I I ~ I I ! .  p~str~rc~i."+ ..It'.- like ( :~r l~u."  said the 
arti.1. *.It*$ > \ \ tv8 t .  I t  I.;III 111, cIangero~r>. It-.< ir~toxi(.ali~rg.'-' 
lIrug~rr.ra'.- attt.rirl~t to o\~tm\-h14111 her aucli~.r~c.e I\-it11 the odor of 
dw;1! ant1 t h c u  111!~1roti(- g=sturcSs 01' caged ar~irnals c-all c~li\.io~rsl! 
I I I .  red as an o l~i tuan (11' t 1 1 ~  (:1111an rc.\~~lution. I r~likc ot11t.r 
~ . o r ~ t t w ~ ~ ~ r ~ r a r ~  (_:ul~an artist>. I~cn+c.\er. i l 1 1 0  does not jtbke al1011t 
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Th.  lack of Ilr~inor i n  Tarria Rrurrurra-5 ir~stallatiorr is a p o 4 l h c  
i~ldicator of how $everely the Special Period has tested C:u\~a',i 
resolve. The government's invitatio~~ to the largest industry i r ~  
the global ~~iarliet. tc~nris~n. ant1 legalizatiol~ ol'thr I!S dollar ha:- 
opmed the door 01 rcor~o~nic, privilrgc ar~tl soc:ial advantage.: 
Tips from tourists. -remitta~rc:cts~ S ~ O I I I  re1ativc.s atmml, a1111 

In I-lavana. where I~lacliouts are pnlt of ever!-day lilt.. hitchir I;. a 
riclc. is an art l ' r~r~r~.  a rd  I~anana p e ~ l s  have been u ~ t l  as a mrat 
su t~stitute. the \ \ w d  "sustai~ial~ility" merely nieans survi\.al. out 

day at a t h e .  Mario Co!.ula's "sustai~~alrlr so(-ialisnr" clcrivcs its 
theoretical arrnaturc I'rirrr~ sul~altcrr~ survival practices and 
at'lirms his hi t11 in Cuba's in~provisational skills. Shifting 
respo~~sibility from the state to the i~~di\~itlual. his "sustair~able 
socialism" calls for a "intcyral tr.a~~sfi~rrr~ation of the neiglhor- 
hood'- into a "\vorlisl~cr~,". 'rile. rrrcwis of protluction are 
decel~tralizcrl: 

rrrrul co-o/~crrriir.c\. Perlrcrp in tllis rvn\.. the old ,\lnrtist drcwnr 
RIany (:ubal~a still ran liud ( . O I I I P ~ ~  in thi5 tragedy. Iicccrit lilrirs (!fcrflsing rllc ~l;fiererlcc betlc.eerl cj!,, arid corrJltn.~;clc orrltl 
like "Guantanamera." -'Tlrc. Waiting 1,iht.'" aud -'llor~c.? I i~r fo/lfJIc, rljffererll pnr/L, ari,rlJ-~forllr ,;nll,l;~\l;r, rcl,llr o(le lr 
( k l~un"  are good exarnple- ol I~o\r warc.it! van I r e -  I ; ~ t ~ g h ( ~ l  ;I[. ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ / ( l ; ~ ~ ~  ,fil .r-SIOr~ ap~,rllllellt ~l~oc/is ill r,l;(l(llC (!/. 
.A~ltl  there are the johrs on tlle strwt: c.orcr~t~-siclc atrd snrall, sqrrnlid cletnclrcd horr\c\ irr tlrc inner- 

This essay t x a ~ n i n ~ s  t111ws Irrovisior~nl c.o~~struc.tio~~s that have 
appeared in 1-lavar~a dr~r i ry  I I I V  Sl11.1:ial I'eriod that clerno~lstrate 
110\\. \\iUing Cu11a11i arv I < )  s x r i l i~ : t~  principle for food and 
shelter. I prescLrrt t1ri:sv cor~~tnlc t ior~s  in order. from benign to 
toxic. so that the pl~crrnrcrlion 111igl11 I I V  clo~:orrstn~ctetl. Like 
'l'ar~ia I h p e r a ' s  installation. this essay is a Ial~rc.ritaticr~l. 1 
ac.hino\\,lrdgc. Gayatri Spivak's clcclarntion that "'l'liere is no 
state on the $ o h  totlay that is not part of' the capitalist 
erono~nic system or can \ v a ~ ~ t  to c w ~ ~ c ~ \ v  it l'1111y."~~ (:ulra's c n t y  
into the global market p I a ( ~  i:. ir~c.vital~lc. I,ikc! 'l'nnia K n p e r a .  
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.A,- i >  1111. I.:IW i l l  I I I ; I I I S  citit-3. l'ar111 a11i111;iIs are . I I I I ; I I I I ~ I C ) I * ~ Z I - I ~ '  i11 

I I ~ \ ; I I I ; I .  I h r i ~ ~ ; (  111e war.-t ol' thv Sl~c.c.ial rJl.ricttl a st.\ tart. 
sI~ort;~gt. of p s o l i r ~ t ~  a1111 d i ~ ~ s e l  fuel C I I ~  ~ I I I J I I I !  Iinvy l'rr1111 l';rr~rrs 
to I I I ; I ~ ~ P I . ~ .   IS 11t-aItl1 ~ I ~ ) I I I - I I I ~ >  111yan to I I B I I I ,  1 1 1 ~ 8  I B I I I I * ~  
W ; I ~  ; I> rult'.. wt'rtb Ilroken. I'ig- l o u r ~ ~ t ~ t l  i l l  the 11atl11~11~s 01' I I I ~ I I I ~  

4 yi111iIar s i tua t io~~ t . t ~ ~ p l ~ d  1111 wIic=r~ l'rt~its and t-eF~.taIll~-: l ' i t i l ~ d  
to ;rr~-i\c~ i n  1111. (.it!. Far~lls al~lrcarc.tl i l l  v a c a ~ ~ t  lots. ( ~ : I I ~ ) ; I I I ~  

i l l  I I ~ S  I t i  r ~ ~ l l l t  I I I I I ~ I I I I I I ~ I I ~ ~ C I S  a1111 
plar~t~vl >(*tvIs. 'I'lwre \trc.rcs I I I ,  pesticitlt.? or I;-rtilizt~r? so t111w. 
gar111-11- W I ~ I I ~  ' p t - v ~ i .  0111 ul' necessit!. ,A ~ ~ I I I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ O U S  ; I I I I ~  

I I I I ; I I I I ~ I I I ~ ~ Z I Y ~  ;wti\it!-af lir31. tile O ~ ; I ; I I I ~ I '  u r h r ~  l'arli~ has I I ~ I \ V  

\rt.a- ot und~.r-~~tilizetl laid -111'11 3- the a i rpc~ l~-  ha\e  111v.11 

I ~ O I I \ I - I I ~ Y ~  to c * c l i l ~ l v  Ia~~~l-c.~~j~r. . l '  \cgetable. ; IW sol11 I I I I  

I I I I ~ ~ I I ~ I I I I  with - I I I I I I *  pru11ut.1- rcdi.triI~~~ttd or tr;1111~1 \\it11 11t11vr 
,uar~l~.~~..  Thc. ~rc~igl~bor l~oo~l  ~,roduc.e - tm& h3\ts I>ecoll~t~ I I I W  

( - o ~ l i ~ ~ ~ u r ~ i t !  wrrtvr~. similar i n  1ul1c.tit111 to t l l c *  l w r e  I~i-toric 
ho~I t -p+.  or I Y , ~ I I ~ Y  grocvr! stores t l~at  \itsre ~ I ~ I I I ~ I I Z I I I ~ I ]  II! -t;rttb 
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\chat we think of as traclitioi~al Cullal~ lhotls are global i l l  I lwir 
origins (all of' the \v.orrld's c~~isinea no\+, reflect some Iiisto~?; of 
glot~al tratle) t11cr.c is a cwrious ~~rcdictal~ility arld irivaria1)ility in 
the typical Cuban meal. 'Vegetales ram< suc l~  as I~mcc:oli a rd  
holi chop are gro\ni arid sold in the neighborhood stands. 
Recipes are posted for esotic vegetables: neighbors atcap tales 
o f ~ h a t  they did with the dailion radish bought yesterday. \ I ~ I I ~  
ol' these so-called 'weird vegetables' are available because seeds 
have bren cloi~oted 19. hu~nanitarian organizations from al~road 
or t.olllr2 chcalily Srum C1ii11a.l~ Havana's rlutntmus 'organa- . . 
por~iroc' add color to a ritj -hurt ol' paint. ' l ' l~ry pro\itlc 
ailortlablr acrws to imported food. tlefjing th r  L b  tratle 
e~nl~argo.  They are a source oi di\ersion arid inlormation &out 

Sucmsshl fanning in Havana - raising city p ip .  cliicl~ens. acid 
p o ~ l u c e  - c o ~ ~ l t l  not he rrl~roduretl in d i r  [!nittd States. It does 
e i s t  i l l  Inany 175 vities at10 is a particularly vital clernenl ol' 
I I I ~ I I !  poor ; I I I I I  il11mip111 ~wigl~l~orl~ooclj .  Suplm-tiny urllal~ 
t 'ar~l~ir~g i l l  t l ~ r  United States at the scale a r d  efticie~~cy of those 
in Ilnvann \voultl take cooperation among all socioeconomic. 
(.I abaez - -  - and tvould demand kno\vledgrable partic:ipatiot~ 01' tllc. 

educated elite. Although thc Cuba IIOW ~riaitrtains: a 7;it!ln url~ari 
popdation - as docas most of' North :\lnrrica - thc rcvol~~ticm 
1132; made a I ) o i ~ ~ t  ol' rtl~icatii~;: it> urllan tl\wllc:rs i n  rural valuw 
ant1 kni~\\>ledge. i\ l o ~ ~ g s t a ~ i i l i ~ ~ g  and +~iI'ivi~ni ~ I I - I I I P ~ I  ol' I I I V  
C:t~l,ar~ ctlucaiional sy.ilcr~~ is an c:sc.l~ar~ge trf students ant1 
t c d ~ e r s  I~ettveeli rural a~icl urhan schools. Stutleiiti from r~lral 
areas are talirn to thr city 011 a pc.rioclic- Ijaais I'or c.ultural 
esl~ocur(~.  S ~ I I ( ~ ~ I I L -  i l l  city s(:11ods spmd part 01' I ~ C  year at 
s(.l~oolh i l l  thtb (:ountq:'itl~:, wl~ere they lean1 agricultural and 
( . o r t s ~ r ~ ~ t ~ l i o ~ ~  skills tl~rough sen-ice-learning type activities. 
L;~~lilie   no st h o r t l ~  ! \ r ~ ~ e r i c o ~ ~  city d\vcllc:rs. c b \ ~ c . r ?  (:ul~arl I;r~o\vs 
wllerc* tl~csir li~ocl co~~tc-s I'roin. It is no su~p.ist= tI111t ur11an 
farming in H a v a ~ ~ a  I~as  11c:c.n so prodl~ctive. 

prd)lerr~s but nlan! peol~le i n \ d w d  i n  t l~ is  \cork I'var tl~at. a i  
the wurltrq- gets back OII  its feet. support for -grcvr~' apllroac.l~rs 
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and I{ i t 1  C cvlatlo. a t ~ v i g l ~ l ~ o r l ~ o o t l  Ilorcl(.rit~;. the city t v . t ~ t ~ ~ r .  

\rlricsll \ \as I ~ u i l t  i t 1  1111. l i r l t  half ol' 1111. t w r n t i e t l ~  I'I~IIIIII~. 

hou-13. - ~ t t ~ t l t - l .  one r a r ~ t l J i t ~ p  roo f  - a rat ion d i - t r i l ~ u t i o r ~  IT~III,~. 

5t.llit1g I'(IIII~ ;I: ;I p r i t ~ ~ t v  c s t ~ t ~ q ) r i ~ e  it1 l I ;~v;~t~a i? 1111,r;11ivt-. ' I ' l~e 

~ ~ I I ~ I I - ~ I I I I ~ I ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ '  at tilt* III:I~~~I~I i t 1  \-ecla(Io ~11;trpe a liigltt~r III;II~- 

111) IW 11114r good> 11ta11 t11v stat(*. T l w y  I.:I~I get a w q  \+'it11 il 
II~C;IIIS~. 111,. state's wpplic.> 01' sul~zidizc.tl t ~ ~ c a t  and pro t l~ rcv  is 

111 II~I\,~II~I, ;is is the  CYIW ;III over the  i> Iat~( l .  ;I C u b a ~ t  t ~ i ~ t i t , t t ; ~ I  i.- 

no t  al l twcvl i r ~ t o  thc I.IIOIII. 01' I 'oreipt-r5 211 I ~o te la  tltat c.:rtc.r 10  

tourist> IIIIII'>~ h e  o r  SIIP is ;I r~riplo!-ee. I ' r v v t w t i ~ l g  (.:ul~at~s l ' r o t ~ ~  
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11ous-s 3 r d  sr11;111 restaurallts c.allrtl paladarea proliferated 
around Havana. Ewr?*onc~ i l l  I lavma knows someone who 
~upplernents his or her g o v c r n ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t  s d a n  wit11 this for111 of 
second job. Sollie have al)ar~tlo~~ccl h : i r  ctartws to lwconie full- 
time hosts to touri>k. \\!hilt. the g o w r n ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t  is I I ~ W  trying to 
curb this form ol' c~~trcl~rctnc.~rrsl~il) tllrougl~ firlea a r ~ d  lasest 
thcy ~~ersist .  Ila\.ar~;~ I d  ~~c:arly 1.000 1)aladnrrs in the mid- 
1900s but government rcyrlat io~~s I ~ a w  whittl~-tl tlrc oflicial 
rru~nber down tr) arourd 120.2' \lauy c:or~tir~ue to operate 
cln~idestinely. Private rrst;~ur;~nts arv l imi l~d lly I;IW to 12 ~ l h s  
a ~ ~ d  t l~at  rnakcs ~ I ~ c ~ r r i  less prolital~lv. S o ~ n e  paladnr owners hide 

t11v t r m ~ l  press W I ~ I  :I& t l~is r w w t  nrtidr, . . I ~ L I v ~ I I ~ ' ~  11ot for 
eating but eating can Iw ~'I I I I . "  i l l  t l ~ t b  A ' r r c :  \ark 'l'inrrs: 

neiglhorhootl palaclarc:s or g11c:st I I ~ I I I ? ; ~ . ~ .  1m-tiiwIarly tlic~w run 
II! forrr~vr I~r(~li!ssio~~;115 ; I I I ( I  ~ I I O Y I *  cI~.s~~(.rat(- i l l t : p l  l ~ u . i i r ~ ( ~ s s ~ ~ s  
that supply a prowir~g ~ I C I I I ~ I I I ~ ,  ; I I . I ~  ;I waste of I~ulnan cal~itd.  
I'our~; pol~lc! arc: droppin; out 01' ~~~c:tlic.al sc.11ool a1111 It.avir~g 
tlwir teachir~g johs to l1i.111 t h i r  11;1rc!11ts rurl 1111, t ' a ~ ~ ~ i l y  1 1 ~ 1  and 
breaklast. 
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T11v Sl~tv.ial I'c.riotl'~ sc.arc.itY 01' ii~otl ma! Ira\-e I I W I I  LI 

I ~ I I I ~ I I ) I X I ~ ?  l ~ l ~ t ~ t ~ o ~ t ~ t ~ t ~ ~ , ~ ~  I I U I  i t  Iras liad it tr:r~~sl'ort~~:~tivc~ 1 4 ' & + t  
on I I I I .  (:i~l)arr politic~~l rvonorty atitl Flavalra'c urban I'irl~t.it.. 
TIIC .t.ot~~itIa ti pic:^' i: 11:rck on t111, ~laily ~ I I W I I  Iutt a taste (11. I I I V  
glol~al r~~;~rlietplac~t~ i.- avai1al)lc~ i t 1  (.very trc~i;rlll)orhootl. '1'111- 
r rc.owr~ lras I I W I I  1.111*11*0 11)- dolli~rh ~ ' T O I I I  r(+rtiv(~i; abroatl atrcl 
Ii~rc.igrr tourists. ; I I I  i~rtwaiirtg rtrtlt~l>er ~ l '  I I I I ~ I I I  illegal I IS 
citizvrrh : I I I ~ ~  lic.e~rwcl trarrlvrs I'rorr~ tlw stat,*s actirlg as agerr(.s: i l l  

CIi~rtorr~~ Iorm*r prlyratrl of ~l'~*~~~~le-to-Pt~~~~~lt~ 'I'it*s.- sr11.11 ir>  
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'' \ l u r i a ~ ~  B11no.i. -'I Iilvand'; ROI h~r Ililting. b111 Eat ing  Ciia Be Fun." R;.w I'orl; 

Ttrrwi, !\ I~I.~I 5,  2( M I I. 

'.I~IIIII:~ S l~( . l \ l i n~ .  " I h i n g  \ V d  i n  I:IIIIJIF C i p r  . . ! ~ i . i ~ ~ r t ~ ~ i l o ,  ,111111. 2001. pg. 02. 
a- 
-a b1.1ria11 l h ~ r r n s .  "I 1nn111.t'~ No1 Fur l h i ~ ~ g ,  IIIII ELII~II~ t h  Ib l711n." ~h'v~i- \ di . .. 

I t l l l l ~ ~ .  ..\wlsl 5, 2lMll. 
It. J a r n ~ s  S ~ ~ r L l i u g ,  " I ~ ~ I v  \Veil i n  I:II~I.I.- C i p r  .4jciw1~1ilt~. JIIIW 2OtIl. 1,;. W 
.,- 
-' {h rv id .  C l t r i s t i ~ ~ ~ ,  -5i111~li: Lift%.+* ill Viller. Tom. CIIIIII: True .hri,% (521) 

F r u ~ ~ t ~ i s ~ w :  T r a w l t m  I'JIw. lnv. 3 l O l ) ,  pg. 15 

M.lrit I I ~ i ~ ~ u l a ,  "I I OUIIJ For P;vw, I ~ t ~ r t v ~ r  I Iavi111i1.'. 

" l\l;lricl l:oyda. "I l u \ a n ~  For I v z r ,  I:t~rt=vw Havml~."  

I1a11dy K a y  \lrIlitv. -Viva h I ) ip l i~~nats.-  in \Iiller. Torn, CIIIMI: T r w  
Sli~rk..\ (%n Fral~i . iwo: Travelcra ' I ' ~ l e h  3 k l l ) .  pg. 83. 


